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INDIA IS AHEAD IN TEXT 

cbse textbooks treat Partition rn a nuanced manner, but state boards still take a jai 


Hh- riidrrnl dcpamims no-w iNnltonid 

C'^uih'il ctf lidtuintioEiul Rpjuiareh ntid 

! T-iLlnlllgJ III ill l> ’ uhito 1 1 if: !i -n|i Tllilllf tlii' 

Naliuinsi I .urrinilurri ETunii'wcirjt Imh- 
2IKJ:j| rhitf|jjrr| tin? faCH oF SOUirzil M'lbiml BuhjH^LS 

llmlluding iiisliMi 11m till lii&Kwr 5 pries \hv 

tJlkHsiPK t I 1. 1 V ! 1 1 . t >!tr Pasta, hi.L^tillriS I III' IM-W | it t 
spt" rtivi' — linn history iiCrtHiinnidalnsi lh> dtvp.-> 
within wliffih regions, groups and urijii mr> pmrjpln, 
Including wonmn. In i- csimrimicr'd III- past. 
Shift in tin* iHfUjpocdut! and structure- nf m i nr Ipvi'I 
Ei-x: !■-■- -ks bi equally sJlar|s I hr IU!W If-xlhooks 
deittollMi a ll- him historians Min k hi lU ll,"i UHM 

Smitties and ovidnrici , ami why intorprctalinns ui' 
ih-‘ saisii' fvnir ilill'rr (Url laxtbtKiJis gavn a ftoia'ji 
ipirraih'i.', but did not mri-fitJ its Eki-siN- Thu nnwH'.U- 
b'HihiH i uttK'Jlto :in,iJy|irj|| skll^ lUHtl hislDI'li ::i I < 1 1 lag- 
liiattoh The old sylLuhiis ml towbodoi lnindlrd 
cartain topics whh great hwatadofi. They wen; i-j.iv 
satrmj |yo *AJnsilivp U'j hr: Hi-Missml in detail. 

Partition w , m.kIi lopic. ]i was dwdt v, idi in an 

■ ■II'ei-i a I nine arni skotchilj. 

In whi’n p slartud nurtiiq; an a I'nlilp.ir- 
til hi ■ sto ijy oFliiri inn and PaL Ixtan I to uln m ikn i gnilj- 
lishcd! liliir siik::i-“i‘ i I i : 1 1 ■ , fYftsidir.r' tintl Prittr, 
Fongubi, -Tt . 101 L I discs ivarud that imnibplinn of 
I’urtirton was tie lujy to ithdenstanding tlm contrast 
hntwi'i'ti rln- histories uspd hi tin rvvn mi merles In 
tori' h abuut il ciHnn)u » pn-M - Mvsludy showed that 
to Pakistani iliElJdrBfq Partitkm waa prpHfclll nd ana 
triumph, and m Indian i liililEfn, Etivas pmscuitad 
ah a tragccly, In ru'Hhnr cast 1 did ilm Li- xi bn ..-Ls ai- 
tornpl kb explain how Panilitm 
became ln--viHMl.il> . nr why Lt 
w.-is ;h i nmpnnii'd by such hnr 
rifle vinlnrntn J'l i js in im more 
Hit! r-asn with vio-ir'* new n-vi 
books I hi' n™ icsihonlc for 
Olso* Ml. Tfirmw tn J a niton 
Hislnry— i'art ft} dods with 
I 'a' lilitm til li-njrth 1 1 hul am t's 
tbn pcdbttrjtl rllimnnslons til 
I'a-Lili'in avilh Lfcir- traillim. II 
brought hj mtllkutia nf npmnuin 
ptud 1 !’ 1 bn both sidos nf ihn tmr- 
H-t ■\ri:htvuU 1 ,aals !i|-nlniLmi- 
dvita, am | amhiguatiriH ami 
H isruBKud Bajrkgjriiuoij irilibrma- 
lloii la fMnvIrh'd in margins imd 


UtWi's w hi |n (iin rntuii tnst rnahlcs dmsLUtkim to 
'M^iigr wtlhlimMNiunni r fife it- tils that puahnd dm 
p£llItlf_H h.'T tJln I'l.Hly Tht'J‘U rdst'ft ■; •-.<-■■ J ■ I III, "III I 
Ah> Hesjniii-,|j tn arou^-' . hlliliTh'f. iriU'ri^l in unan- 

ewfirpd 1 1 ui -‘>1 1 aii'il nicmti'rhbrluAls, 

I InywijridiTM odiinvi'iih'inlfi Indimd AiibAttor 
nl HJLLlsljii'iii in h>r 1 1 alia, bi'i iiiisn Pakistan htwHUln 
Ell h' pi irt Sjry will nF Hi’SEbnljk r‘r:fij|tlE'm Jt'Hpiti 1 IflAny 

an>s Inn 1 1,1,111 iSnutb ksLnn AastitilatlnA I'nr 

Hi-'Kinnnl ranprrAtinn \ siptimt tin, ropri-amtatlvi^ 

froin tKidi sldrts, Vi-i bt^iind Ihi' 

pridi'Wnrtliy work ofsi im i dial idia ran rightfiiUy 

Baum, Ill's thilfcLiir'rnjr lin k nf quflJiLy lib 

I irncli iL-iij hy sEaii' hciards. St mm nf Um stuLra how 
roprintod M ian muljU'iU. hu.l iritUHL slam lnuu'ijs 
iibas" ihnir Iiwn ArrangHmfnh, Hio qn ilMev nf h'c- 

I'nnlan, undspnltH irv k>vi In sLhnufcsisfaaii 

in ei nisi ytato Iwords, bul Punpih and WuSI EErngid 
nro among lhn wvipu niasrs, Tluwo am aJhn ihr 

siAii niiti-* I'spurinnci il dm a 1 iF fnrlitiim 

ni(r-.l dirmcHy. (Pmu-Hiuld hrivnlhLnighl thatlhey prl- 

1 ! 1 -In.;', ufI F nrtLtltin. htLL d ■ ii[h|.i-! : 'i'-lru, 

Partition rontiniiRS In bfltutod ns I hr [i>minal|wlivl 
nf dm liisLory yyllabus Jls ptirLi ayal msurfy LhnL 
Piki-.iiiri is si'i'ii as ,in ilIngLUtiiiLti' prndiirl i.l dir 
tVimdrnn su'u^jjii Sin, i' history nimiiH In .m nul 
w Hi P ii 1 ri [tton and JnU«"|n rnli-M.-i' r hi id run tial 
m - vet iiga in. hivir ;dmul PaldsUin from Ihi li-n-ai 1 1 r 
PnkiMan will nnnaln liki ., .silml rmPtHi'd prrs- 
cni't 1 on dii' imir^i ny oF ttio young, rdufiapiij mhld, 
l»i Punjah Portitinn is part .H tin- syUahELS Fm 
CJaiasX. 1 . i'ho ap^rttVcd toxthoflik, Hi/ttwy itf'lnditi 
by H.fi. Sotlhl. rnyars I Im *n|Tnrts 
1 1 1 Purl i Lion' in a shun pa ragra p l> 
nf I !i trndrrttrsiiiLaiii- Iina 1 -'' In this 
mifiu'iitlotud U’xtboDk, Lhi-ro l- 
nn ronm fi'iri'K]djinainn 1 libtHna- 
tuiEi viSunls tbr an gaging im-r 
risi ’ Ii is sifUiirnh . imud al 
I it - 1 ping Studnnts pnt LiLi'niigh . , 
wnivcnLiniial osamliinLlun Thf 
jo|l I, 'll I'nr -End i'll Is to Ho is to 
ninEEinrisf llnuo. J'hr i.kiss XI] 

brink Liy |h" siitrn 1 ALilhi.u' 1 uvors 
Lb" syllabus ofPtEnJjiba h'gional 
IlisE'hl", lrn-11- I 4 fj[i In |Hb r J lilts 
hunk is HluiTi'd with dbiliHlii ufilsn 
nrnrlA'VaJ |inrJ(wl \L tacks, ron- 
lill+ssts, i" llJLLI gf'S nf rnjfnipj nnd 


TO PAKISTANI 
CHILDREN. 
PARTITION WAS 
PRESENTED 

.as tt r r iiimfib , and to 
indian children, il was 
presentsd as a 
tragedy - he 
textbooks did not 
attempt to exptjapn 
htrJu Parlitioo becanre 
inevitable, or why it 
was accompanied by 
Such violence. 


» 






REFORM 

jrtdiced view of history 


[Fposeolwtwi*™ India itn-d P&kbteJi Is te her tune 
.■I goal of educational i>iiLU:y. expanrulialhii gnmter 
('I ;y Hum whilt lift* brnnn -.n l';i availil If fur r - - 

form. will hnv be deployed in bulb countries In 

Indio wi-arv ah pod rif Pakistan In inliixinig currh 
nlnr reforms at the national level. SuBLfl'mHift Umm 
ill i|in ipiui |m| is mi ussy task , It Ls run merely n 



tfpfngft nar- cnverj*d mill mi 'lit miniri detail. Them 
Ls litiln mam fur ftititlysls Iimi!. The syllabus pity 
vEdtiSt no scope Fnr going biyyoiicl (ho second Anglo - 
Sikh war Si* Lhero h elm quoslion H hilrodin ing 
chNdrim in die chidbchgrs thill Punjab tins fhceq 
in tin. 1 i cinCc^i nt oindnmlsalinn in economic. po- 
litical and social splteffi*. Nor Is them any pusWl- 
bit it* tltCkl tlw children of Indian Purdah riuylcam 
■.miirLhlng, nr at least fed curious, abncrl Uio other 
Punjab I hi*- L-. ■ I- : :u Ly nnl a goal of the si ale's isi- 
UCAtlon policy. Nor is El A Rtwtl In Bangui when) 
U>xtbuik qudtfty Is aquaJiy ponr nlkd Ihe vision nf 
svilahns makers ju*t as narrow as it is in Fulfil), 
These ;i re, of course, no eS.rcpiluEM’,. \e mss the 

country, most ni'tho Stem boards have cl ISl- 

Lle nvi-r ih- |jlsi illi years sn tormmf tiwir capac- 
ity Lo design sySEfthl. create nr mannmeiirf 
textbooks, anti HindiH'l exatninm 
■inns. The runnmNi'nfbLunns of 
iJirj Ajrn'lk Singh rjnanolLtuc have 
jpithe n>d the proved ii al 1 1 ust ihi af- 
nrial shelves. The annual eoNfer- 
enix* wchi i ImliJswIlli sEate boards 
has im*l, apparimtiy, lurl In o-'-v nod 
inlcraelimi or flow nf Innovative 
idf as In ourrLcuLu in and ujXlbnnk de- 
vsbpmnht. Al dm olnmenUiry level. 

nit I Si to to Cminril of fitHlPatlonaJ 
Rcsoan-h and I nimingi Is supposed lo 
look after syLlabus-mii king and text- 
book prcHluetltn* In most sialra. ItisuLso 
11 fragile body, with unstable stelT and 
I in h- dtKut 'l.i'.H-n 1 1 m's" cnndilinns lli- 
oVL‘r all capacity lor - i n 1 1 i : 1 1 > | I Li mi i 

of textbooks ‘m quite poor. Schools affl li- 
iilad if* the am otolijiecl lb use ricianr 
tea, thanks ml least after □i5i VII I J. and 
they servo Lhe richer Strata nf andety. Sdlddl 
linki'd ft* stale boards cater lo tile WOflltnK class 
and the rural masses Thteslorytencrtlrrrih ■. tOl 
Fere hi from that of E*akistau whore private 
sc hoots serving the rich prescribe the roasott- 
ably good touctboolu, published by the EixEbrd 
I Inlverslty Press win I" the inasses arc feet nu 
idoukiglea] muck. In both nouiH rifts, thednm- 
tnani classes haviM'Jirvnd 4 neater nichn for 
(ItdrowitchUdcnnand abim*dnnnd the chil- 
dren id the ftuwWH lo enpo with ao unrii 
id pi ovine ial systein 


question of nol allnwlns taxtbouks Eo pnipetltehi 
#terih)typfl&. Textbooks Lhal itlhnv chitdreu to ihLnk 
iwwd teachers whip trained to onccmr. ore ft 1 s*do«i 

rtf IhouBhL Acniss bfitfi 1 1 nil U and PaJdatan, xuiii 
leacheri are >1 short supply. In Ii" 1 If ichtpg lhe 

yinny has irivinllsnf as .1 |i ■ lhe 

recent d trades hi bnih cnuntrieif. tmiovaUve syllabi 
and textbiHiLn am merely ihc first step fur i‘duCJi- 
tiond reform, Teacher education And cwuninatlens 
ive- the next Itoy SiUSi of jdruggle. Orienting ft-aciliiins 
towunfes -i mature vim* if the |i. e-i inust bia-nma a 
priori Ly if rosourre* are n, bn saved from pmfktra- 
linn fur war. Hut ihno, the Inigle piyvipective that 
Stole taxlbooks in India enntinun In offer on the af- 
termath 1 if Ehe freedom Flruggk' wl II have ft* be re- 
visiu'd lirst. it iiiadvertratly nurtures pt*rtnaimu£ 
I irr' insliei ' and anger townjd 1**111}' neighbour. ■ 


